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TAGS: PFOR, VT, PO 

SUBJECT: COSTA GOMES VISIT TO VATICAN 

1. OCTOBER 22, PORTUGUESE PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES MET FOR 45 
MINUTES WITH POPE PAUL VI AT VATICAN. MEETING WAS CHARAC- 
TERIZED AS "CORDIAL" BOTH PUBLICLY AND IN PRIVATE CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH VATICAN OFFICIALS. 

2. PRESS CITES POPE AS HAVING SAID THAT MEETING WAS OF 
"GREAT SIGNIFICANCE", THAT HE WAS "HONORED" BY VISIT, AND THAT 
POPE OFFERED CHURCH COLLABORATION IN FURTHERING PORTUGUESE 
"SERENITY, HARMONY, DEVELOPMENT, PROGRESS, PEACE AND JUSTICE," 
AND ASKED ONLY THAT THE CHURCH BE PROVIDED WITH "LIBERTY" WITH 
WHICH IT CAN "ENGAGE FOR THE GOOD OF THE SOCIETY IN THE SER- 
VICE OF ALL THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE." 

3. VATICAN SOURCES HAVE PRIVATELY INFORMED US THAT BOTH 
POPE PAUL AND SECRETARY OF STATE VILLOT (WHO MET SEPARATELY 
WITH COSTA GOMES) WERE "VERY IMPRESSED" WITH CONDUCT OF COSTA 
GOMES IN MEETINGS AND NOTED PARTICULARLY COSTA GOMES' ASSUR- 
ANCES REGARDING MODERATE COURSE OF POPULAR REVOLUTION AND THE 
DESIRE OF THE PRESENT REGIME TO MAINTAIN CORDIAL RELATIONS 
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4. COMMENT: MID-LEVEL VATICAN SOURCES THOUGHT THAT THE IS- 
SUE OF ULTIMATE CONTROL OF RADIO RENASCENZA WAS LIGHTLY DIS- 
CUSSED (IT WAS, OAS EVERYONE CAN RECALL, ON THE HEADLINES OF 
MANY PAPERS SINCE THAT VERY DAY IT HAD BEEN REOCCUPIED AND RE- 
ACTIVATED BY LEFTIST EMPLOYEES), BUT WAS NOT VIGOROUSLY PUR- 
SUED. WE INTEND TO FOLLOW THIS UP AT HIGHER LEVELS IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE AND WILL REPORT OUR FINDINGS. VOLPE 
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